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HEDONIST ETHICS,

CHAPTER I.

UTILITARIAN HEDONISM.

The theory upon this subject which in this country has
played, and still plays, the leading part* against every doc-
trine of intuitive morals is that which, started by Hobbes,
and descending with various enrichments and some quali-
fications through Hartley, Bentham, the two Mills, and
Austin, reappears in Bain, and in its ethical aspect is
popularly known as Utilitarianism: while, in its psycho
logical, it is generally (though not necessarily) identified
in the schools with Hedonism. In reviewing this scheme of
doctrine, I shall not select any single writer as its exclusive
representative, but avail myself of such statements, where-
ever found, as may serve to bring out the important
features of the doctrine most distinctly; and shall hope
to do so, without making any author responsible foi
positions which, though laid down by another, he would
not himself accept.

i PSYCHOLOGICALLY CONSIDERED,

The common feature of this ethical school under all
varieties is the conception <5f morality or virtue as a means
to an ulterior end, therefore as subordinate in worth to